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Anechoic

Credits

Anechoic has been created on a proposal from Katleen Vanlangendonck as part 
of the Expeditie Dansand Festival organized by Vrijstaat O in Ostende in 2014. 
This work for the 53 dancers from P.A.R.T.S was presented on the beautiful 
beach of Ostend and at De Schorre.

Revival in June 2015 with 40 dancers from Ballet Junior and 13 from CFC-danse 
in Geneva.

The work Anechoic by Cindy Van Acker is written for 53 dancers. It is to be seen against 
the background of a vast landscape and begins at dusk. At first the dancers are side by side 
and form a dark line in the distance. In the end, they are scattered on the ground, close to 
the audience. In between those two moments, they have crossed over one hundred meters 
into nightfall and silence, have been fitted in pairs, have abandoned their dark clothes on the 
ground and broke the line and the original rhythm.
More than a dance, Anechoic builds a landscape which gives out gradually to contemplation 
and rules bodies in motion. Its score develops in space at different scales. Far away, the 
53 dancers form flocks, oscillate and settle like notes on a musical staff. Approaching, 
their mass composes a cohesive society but never cemented, never still. When the group 
disintegrates, the dancers draw a torrent of shapes, as if one had spilled on the ground a 
heap of gems while light and sound flood the space. Duets grow, absorb each other and make 
in canon an implicit  drama.
The bodies are plastic, and this plasticity puts them in direct relation to the landscape. 
Behind the broad expanse, space is empty, but not inert. Energized, it is full of vibrant 
asperities and traces left by the passage of the group. The landscape and the dance are 
considered together here. And it is this dance of space which is also to be seen. For Anechoic 
actually intensifies the landscape and the experiences that we can make out of it.

Anne Davier

Duration : 35 min
Choreography : Cindy Van Acker
Assistance : Stéphanie Bayle
Musical composition : Pan Sonic
Technical : Denis Rollet, Victor Roy
Administration : Sophie Mercier
Tour-manager : Véronique Maréchal

Co-productions : Cie Greffe, P.A.R.T.S, Vrijstaat O
Geneva revival support : ADC Genève and Fondation Fluxum in Geneva

The Cie Greffe receives joint support since 2009 from both the City and Canton 
of Geneva as well as from Pro Helvetia.



Logistical information

Technical equipment 

Outdoor piece for 53 dancers

Schedule
The piece is presented in the evening. It begins at sunset and ends at nightfall. The schedule 
must be precisely determined each time based on site, geographical location and season.

Context
Optimal conditions for the performance is the seashore, on a large beach, where the eye can 
get lost in the line of the horizon*. The audience sits in front of the sea, the dancers are on the 
co-tidal line. But other contexts of representations are possible.
The minimum dimensions for the proper performance of Anechoic are 70 m wide and 100 
m deep. If the horizon is not completely clear, as can be the case in a more urban setting, a 
blank screen of 70 meters wide needs to be installed behind the dancers so that their shape 
can stand out **.

Transmission
The transmission of the piece to the 53 dancers requires ten days of work for four hours a 
day minimum, plus warm-up. Depending on the level of the dancers, this duration may need 
to be adjusted. Given the high number of dancer, there must be a large room for rehearsals 
(eg a gymnasium of 45m x 20m.)
In addition to the dress rehearsal on the day before the premiere in location, a minimum of 
one day should be provided to repeat on site, ideally one week before the premiere so that the 
dancers can get their bearings and we can adjust the number of steps and movements to the 
specific dimensions of the place.

** see the extract : https://vimeo.com/108984383  –  password : CVA_ANECHOIC
* see the pictures on page 4

Provided by the promoter
. Light
  . 2 projectors HMI min 2k5 (5k would be better)
. Sound
  . 2 Subbass 800 W min + amplifier
  . 4 speakers 500 W min +amplifier
. Other material
  . Rental barriers if the place requires the installation of a blank screen in the background.

Provided by Cie Greffe
. fifty small speakers with wiring as an onstage monitor system for dancers
. white tarps for the installation of the white screen if needed
. 53 black T-shirts with long sleeves

Provided by the dancers
. dark trousers
. sneakers
. a t-shirt of colour 
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Biography
Cindy Van Acker

Trained in classical ballet, Cindy Van Acker first danced in the Flanders Royal Ballet in 
Belgium and at the Geneva’s Grand Theatre before emerging in the contemporary dance- 
scene in Geneva. She creates her own pieces since 1994 and founds the Cie Greffe in 2002 at 
the occasion of the creation of Corps 00:00 that obtained international recognition. In 2003, 
Van Acker creates two other solos, Fractie and Balk 00:49. 

In 2005 she signs her first group piece for eight dancers, Pneuma 02:05. The same year, the 
Italian director Romeo Castellucci invites Van Acker to present Corps 00:00 at the Venice 
Biennale. This first meeting leads to an artistic collaboration with Castellucci who suggested 
her to create the choreographic part for his creation of Dante’s Inferno for the 2008 edition 
of the Avignon Festival, and for his direction of Parsifal, created at De Munt in January 2011.
In 2006 she creates Puits at the Théâtre du Galpon in Geneva, a collaboration with Vincent 
Barras and Jacques Demierre, performed by Perrine Valli.

Invited by Michèle Pralong and Maya Boesch during the first year of their co-directorship
of the Théâtre du Grü in Geneva, Cindy presents a trio of women, Kernel. Created in 2007, 
Kernel provides an opportunity for a first and stimulating collaboration with the Finnish 
composer Mika Vainio of the Pan Sonic group. He created and played live the music for the 
performance. This experience continues in 2008 with Lanx at the Electron Festival and in 
2009 for the creation of the solos Nixe and Obtus for the Bâtie-Festival de Genève. Obvie, 
Antre and Nodal complete this series of six solos and are the source of as many films realized 
by Orsola Valenti. The choreographer presents four of these solos: Obvie, Lanx, Nixe and 
Obtus at the Festival d’Avignon in 2010.
With Monoloog in 2010, she renewed her collaboration with the Electron Festival and Mika 
Vainio.

In October 2011 she creates Diffraction, piece for six dancers and a light-machine, 9-tubes 
designed by Victor Roy. In October 2013 Diffraction receives one of the four Swiss awards  
of dance in the category « Création actuelle », designated by l’Office Fédéral de la Culture.
In January 2012 she conceives with Victor Roy the project Score Conductor, an exhibition 
and materialisation in visual objects of the choreographic scores that Cindy has written  
since 2003. At this occasion and on the initiative of Michèle Pralong, a book by the name  
of Partituurstructuur is edited by Héros-Limite.

In 2013 she creates Magnitude for 22 dancers of the Ballet Junior directed by Sean Wood and 
Patrice Delay as well as Liniaal for the Cie Virevolte directed by Manon Hotte in Geneva. In 
the same year, Helder is premiered on la Belle Scène de Saint Denis on the proposition by 
Myriam Gourfink in the context of her residence at the Forum Blanc-Mesnil.
She signs her last creation Drift, a duo performed by Tamara Bacci and herself.

In July 2014, Cindy Van Acker created Anechoic during Expeditie Dansand on the beach 
Ostende for 53 danseurs de P.A.R.T.S.

Cindy Van Acker has been responsible for the physical formation at the Haute Ecole de
Théâtre, la Manufacture, in Lausanne from 2006 till 2010.

Her professional path is marked by her collaborations with Myriam Gourfink, Romeo 
Castellucci and by the collaborators of the Cie Greffe.


